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is needed. If the requester submits a
corrected request, the Finance Board
shall treat the corrected request as a
new request.

§ 904.4 Finance Board response to re-
quests for records.

(a) Response deadline. Subject to
§ 904.9(f), within 20 working days of re-
ceipt of a request meeting the require-
ments of § 904.3(a) and any extensions
of time under paragraph (c) of this sec-
tion, the Secretary to the Board shall:

(1) Determine whether to grant or
deny the request in whole or in part;

(2) Notify the requester in writing of
the determination and the reasons
therefor; and

(3) Make the records, if any, available
to the requester.

(b) Denials. If the Secretary to the
Board denies the request in whole or in
part, the notice required under para-
graph (a)(2) of this section shall state
that the Secretary to the Board is the
person responsible for the denial, the
denial is not a final agency action, and
the requester may appeal the denial
under § 904.8.

(c) Extensions of time. In unusual cir-
cumstances, the Secretary to the
Board may extend the time limit in
paragraph (a) of this section for a pe-
riod not to exceed 10 working days by
notifying the requester in writing of:

(1) The reasons for the extension;
(2) The date on which a determina-

tion is expected; and
(3) The opportunity for the requester

to either limit the scope of the request
so that the Finance Board may process
it in accordance with paragraph (a) of
this section, or arrange an alternative
time frame for processing the request
or a modified request.

(d) Expedited processing. (1) The Fi-
nance Board shall process a request for
records as soon as practicable if it de-
termines that expedited processing is
appropriate or the requester dem-
onstrates a compelling need. To dem-
onstrate a compelling need, a requester
shall submit a written application cer-
tified to be true and correct to the best
of the requester’s knowledge and belief
to the Secretary to the Board. The ap-
plication shall state that:

(i) The failure to obtain the records
on an expedited basis could reasonably

be expected to pose an imminent threat
to the life or physical safety of an indi-
vidual; or

(ii) With respect to a requester who is
primarily engaged in disseminating in-
formation, such as a representative of
the news media as defined in
§ 904.9(a)(4)(iv), there is urgency to in-
form the public concerning actual or
alleged Finance Board activity.

(2) Within 10 working days of receipt
of an application for expedited process-
ing that meets the requirements of
paragraph (c)(1) of this section, the
Secretary to the Board shall determine
whether to grant or deny the applica-
tion and notify the requester in writing
of the determination.

(3) A requester may appeal the denial
of an application for expedited process-
ing by submitting a written applica-
tion stating the grounds for the appeal
to the Secretary to the Board. The Fi-
nance Board shall expeditiously deter-
mine whether to grant or deny the ap-
peal and shall notify the requester in
writing of the determination, the name
and title or position of the person re-
sponsible for the determination, and of
the provisions for judicial review of
this final action under 5 U.S.C. 552(a)
(4) and (6).

(e) Providing responsive records. The
Finance Board shall provide one copy
of a record to a requester in any form
or format requested if the record is
readily reproducible by the Finance
Board in that form or format by regu-
lar U.S. mail to the address indicated
in the request unless other arrange-
ments are made, such as taking deliv-
ery of the document at the Finance
Board. At the option of the requester
and upon the requester’s agreement to
pay fees in accordance with § 904.9, the
Finance Board shall provide copies by
facsimile transmission or other express
delivery methods.

§ 904.5 Records not disclosed.

(a) Records exempt from disclosure. Ex-
cept as otherwise provided in this part,
the Finance Board shall not disclose
records that are:

(1) Specifically authorized under cri-
teria established by an Executive order
to be kept secret in the interest of na-
tional defense or foreign policy and are
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